Archaeological Community Dig Risk Assessment
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Project Information
	Item
	Details

	Site
	Hell Wath

	Organisation
	Friends of Hell Wath

	Dates
	21–22 May 2026

	Designated Safeguarding Lead
	Jeremy Dunford

	Participants
	Adults, school groups, families, children


Risk Assessment Matrix
	Hazard
	Risk
	Who at Risk
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Uneven ground
	Trips and falls
	All participants
	Marked walkways, suitable footwear
	Low

	Excavation tools
	Cuts and bruises
	Adults & children
	Safety briefing, supervised tool use
	Low

	Sharp objects in trench (glass, metal, finds)
	Cuts, puncture wounds, infection
	Adults & children
	Gloves to be worn; stop work if hazardous item found; supervisor informed; first aid available
	Medium

	Children in shallow trenches
	Falls/minor slips
	Children
	Children restricted to shallow trenches only, supervised
	Low

	Adults in 1m trenches
	Falls/trench instability
	Adults
	Max depth 1m, trench stability checks
	Medium

	Weather exposure
	Heat/cold/dehydration
	All
	Water, shelter, weather monitoring
	Low

	Safeguarding
	Child welfare issues
	Children
	Children remain with family/school leaders; DSL on site
	Low

	Night security
	Unauthorised entry
	Public/site
	Posts, tape and posters fencing off site overnight
	Low
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